
Summary for Syllable/suffix tutorial prototype 
 
Concept for syllable tutorial: There are practiced steps learners can master to assist in 
decoding/reading longer words. The more proficient the learner becomes in mastering these steps, 
the easier reading becomes. As decoding becomes a solid strategy, the learner can focus on 
comprehension of the text. The syllabic decoding steps are simplistic by design and can be 
universally applied. There are always exceptions to the rules, but this tutorial will only address 
consistent, rule-following words. This tutorial will focus on suffixes. Only 4 suffixes will be 
addressed: -ly, -ful, -less, -ness. 
 
Objectives: 

•   Learners will add suffixes to words and practice strategies for decoding multi-syllabic 
words.  

•   Learners will apply knowledge by writing own sentences using newly created words as the 
suffix dictates syntax and definition. 

•   Learners will categorize words according to suffix 
 
Target Audience: This tutorial is to develop decoding strategies for larger words that contain 
suffixes (word endings). It is appropriate for a learner who is at the multi-syllabic stage of reading 
development. Typically, this stage is a third/fourth grade learner with the capability to write 
coherent paragraphs on a single topic. It is also appropriate for early readers as the steps are 
universal and individual reading ability varies. This tutorial can also be used with delayed learners 
as a simplistic model with practiced steps. The focus is the strategic steps for decoding. 
 
Technology supported learning: Utilizing online presentation keeps the learner focused with 
minimal distractions from the practiced steps. Automaticity with these steps will enable learners 
to read more sophisticated materials. Online delivery will assist success with the help of seeing the 
steps and hearing the steps at the same time. Followed by application of the new words for better 
retention. Learners may go at their own pace to complete the tutorial.  
 
Assessment: As this is a tutorial, no pre-assessment will be given. Prior knowledge will be 
activated before completing the tutorial. All feedback will be given directly to the learner for self-
assessment 

•   Learners will write sentences. 
•   Learners will be given feedback for correct response throughout the tutorial.  
•   Learners will not advance until the task is completed correctly.  
•   Learners will categorize words according to suffix which evaluates the ability to recognize 

word endings. 
 
Appealing to intermediate age learners: 
 
Graphics: The graphics should not be too juvenile or cutesy. Utilize pictures for images instead 
of cartoon illustrations or clip art. Feature animals instead of people in order to remain gender 
neutrality and to appeal to a wider age range. 
 
Fonts:  Use Arial and Arial bold for font. 
Colors: Use muted blues, oranges, and yellows. Avoid loud or garish colors. The focus should be 
on the text with a clear, clean interface. 



 
Effects: As the learner is learning how to sound out words, the audio and the text will need to be 
in sync. For example: show the word. Then as the narrator sounds out the word, the letters should 
emphasize as the sound is given. This demonstration is key to connecting the skills of left to right 
decoding and correct pronunciation. Proper effects with this tutorial is very important. 
Also, several slides have components that disappear/reappear as it is teaching a multi-step process. 
Again, as the narration explains the steps, the slide may change in accordance with the step being 
practiced. 
 
 
 
Storyboard thumbnails: 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 



  

     

        	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  



	
  

 


